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spiritual strength of the Russian people which their enemies were powerless to
break.
This armed force of the people, led by Prince Dimitry Pozharsky, took
Kitaigorod by assault in October 1612, and then chased the enemy from within
the sacred walls of the Kremlin. The Russian monks and ascetics laboured hard
for the good of Russia during these years. The monks, though they had
renounced this world, yet remained Russian citizens. They grieved in their
hearts over their native land, and rose in defence of Russia's independence,
The names of Patriarch Hermogen, Archimandrite Dionysius, the cellarer
Abraham Palitsyn and many others will not be forgotten to the end of time;
they will not disappear fron^ the memory of the people as long as Russians
live.
Like a bright star among them shines the name of Archimandrite Dionysius.
When the great upheaval shaking Russia was at its height, Dionysius was trans-
lated to the position of Archimandrite of the Troitsa-Sergeevsky Monastery.
All round the monastery battles were raging and blood was flowing; there was
not a night when the sky was not red here and there with the glow of burning
villages, where the followers of Sapieha were running wild.
Crowds of fugitives flocked to the monastery. They were a horrible sight:
some were mutilated, burned, others had had the skin torn in strips from their
backs, others again were scalped. Many only crawled to the monastery in order
to receive the holy sacrament and then die. The monastery and the roads leading
to it, as well as the neighbouring villages, were full of the dead and dying.
The Archimandrite could not remain indifferent in the face of the people's
disaster. He assembled the brethren of the monastery, its servants and peasants,
and addressed them in an ardent appeal. He said that it was impossible to turn
back the unfortunate who were seeking the protection of St. Sergius, that all
energy 'and all means must be mustered to help them. "What are we to do ?"
asked the monks and the people. "What are we to do?" exclaimed the
Archimandrite. "The houxse of the Holy Trinity will not become empty if we
pray to God for enlightenment. Let us resolve that everyone should do what
lies in his power and not sit with folded arms. Let each one help as he can."
From the assembly came the answer: "If out of the monastery funds you will
give money to the poor for food, clothing and healing, and to the workers who
undertake to cook, serve, cure, collect and bury, we will not hold back our heads
and lives." Briskly the charitable task began. They began building hospitals,
hostels for the people coming from Moscow and other towns. People from the
monastery lands drove about the villages and highways collecting the wounded
and the dead; the womenfolk who had found shelter in the monastery did not
cease sewing shirts for the living, shrouds for the dead. And the soul of it all
was the Archimandrite Dionysius. He was here, there and everywhere, en-
couraging, comforting, and he found time to devote himself to yet another great
cause. The ruin of his country made him sick at heart. He appealed to his
countrymen to rally, to stand firm for holy Russia. In his cell sat "swift
scribes'1 composing epistles, and inspired missives from the monastery flew to all
corners of the Russian land, preparing the ground for the movement of the
people.
The military traditions of the Russian people left their stamp also on the
regular army, whose founder in Russia was Peter the Great.
In the battle of Poltava, where the question, so important for Russia, was
decided about the shores of the Baltic, Peter showed himself a true patriot and a